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ALLEGIANCE, Ec. 


A* Days before the end of 
7 


the laſt Term, being weary 
with attending at Weſtmin- 


fler, upon account of a Tryal which 


had called me to London, I ſought to 
relieve my ſelf by viewing the Cu- 
rioſities which offer d themſclves al- 
moſt in every Corner. This Relaxa- 
tion, tho it gave me a great deal of 
Diverſion ; yet I found it convenient 
to ſit down, and repoſe my ſelf a 
while, which J did in a private Part 
of the Hall. The caſy Poſture 1 
found my ſelf in, after ſo much ſtand- 
ing, quickly made me loſe my ſelf 
in a Slumber, which ſoon after ended 
„ in 


(4) 
in a profound Sleep, from which I 
cou'd not be awaked, but was left 
undiſcover'd till the Hall was emp- 
tied, and the Doors lock d up. Now 
as the hurry of the Day is commonly 
acted over again by feint Ideas and 
Dreams, in the Night; ſo all the 
while J was aſleep, noching ran in my 
Head but Tryals, udges, Cryers, Ap- 


peals, Claims, &c. which confus d 1. 


Ideas at laſt began to be ranged 
into Form. Methought, I ſaw. 
the Doors fly open, and a vaſt Croud 
preſs in, and make'towards the Bench 
where the Court was already fitting. 
There was ſuch a Variety in the Dreſs, 
Features, and Language of the Aſem- 
bly, that Weſtminſter- Hall appcar'd to 
be a Nendevcus of all the Inhabitants 
of the Earth. And upon Enquiry, 
I was inform'd there was ſomething 
of that Kind: Repreſentativeswere ſent 
from all Parts of the World to a Ge- 
xeral Court of Claims upon the Subject 
of Allegiance, in which a Briziſh Bench 
was todecide the Controverſy. The 


(SJ 

The Firſt who deſir'd to be heard 
was an Atheiſt in an Italian Dreſs. 
He was afraid the Court would not 
attend to his Claim, and therefore 
broke through all Rules, and began 
his Defence before Orders. 1 am 
ſenſible, ſaid he, what Prejudices I 
lie under in Regard of Allegiance; 
but I have ſuch an Opinion of this 


Honourable Bench, that I deſpair not 


of Succeſs, when my Calc is impar- - 


tally conſider d. 1 have always been 
zcalous and active, in maintaining 
the Preſent Eſtabliſhmenc, and have 
gone all the Lengths che Cauſe re- 
quir d. I have fought two Duels, 
one with an Iriſo Man, the other 
with my Landlord's Son, for refu- 
fing King GEORGES Health : 1 
never omitted to illuminate my Win- 
dows upon a Loyal Occaſion, and 
am at this preſent upon a Project, 
how to ſecure the Government by 
making an Act againſt Treaſorable 

_ The Truth is, Ientertain 1 
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few Scruples concerning the Books of 
Moſes, Immortality of the Soul, the 
Exiſtence of a Deity, and ſome ſuch 
ſpeculative Matters. But what Afh- 
nity have theſe Things to Allegiance ? 
"Tis a hard Caſe, if a Man cannot be 
true to his Country, without being a 
Bigot in Religion. This Gentleman 
Aſſurance occaſion d a great murmu- 
ring in the Court, which had like to 
have ended in the Cryers Impriſon- 
ment, for ſuffering one to plead his 
Cauſe before a Publick Tribunal, who 
had been ſo often convicted. as inca- 
pable of human Society. However, 
ſince Things were gone ſo far; the 
Judges made a Sign to the Kings Ad- 
vocate to ſpeak to the Atheiſts Appeal, 
and to ſatisfy the World he could 
have no Right to Protection upon 
Account of Allegiance, which he did 
in the following manner. Allegiance, 
Sir, ſaid he, is neither Humour nor 
Intereſt, but a Branch of every Man's 
Duty, and where the Ground of Duty 

IS 
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is ſubverted, Allegiance is without a 
Bottom. To queſtion the Exiſtence 
of a Deity, is to declare a Mans ſelf 
an Enemy to all Mankind. Where 
a Supreme Being is not acknowledg d 
to whom we are to be accountable 
for ſubverting a Government, the 
Subject has no farther View than 
Domeſtick Convenience, to which 
the Variety of Human Affairs gives 
every Day a new Turn. By this 
Means Allegiance becomes only an 
occaſional Complyance as it anſwers 
other Ends. And tho' it ſhou'd be 
back'd by an Oath, this can amount 
to no more than to diſcover the Pre- 
tended Loyaliſt, to be both a Fool 
and a Hnave; firſt for invoking a 
God he does not believe in, and again 
for making a Promiſe he never de- 
ſigns to keep, or thinks Obligatory. 
A little Philoſophy, and a great deal 
of Vice are the Principal Ingredients 
of that fine Gentleman call'd an 
Atheiſt. If he does not Merit a 
Cha- 
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Character of a Sociable Creature, 
how can he pretend to that of a 
Good Subject? Upon this the Coart 
declar d him incapable of the Rela- 
tive Duty of Allegiance, but inſinu- 
ated at the ſame time; that his Caſe 
was not fo deſperate, but that a dark 
Room and clean Straw might bring 
inm to himſelf, and make him fer- 

viceable to his Country. | 
The Deiſt appear'd in the next 
Place. A Smile I diſcover d upon 
the Countenance of ſome Perſons of 
Diſtinction in the Court, made me 
Conjecture this Gentleman wou'd 
be heard very favourably. Where- 
fore after ſome Preliminaries were 
adjuſted, and that the Aſembly was 
recover'd from the Confuſion it was 
put into by admitting an Atheiſt to 
put in his Claim: He acquainted the 
Judges; that tho he had many Diffi- 
culties to remove, yet he doubted not 
to make good his Pretenſions to Al- 
legiance. My SFyſteni ſaid he, ſtands 
Upon 
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üpon this bottom. I acknowledge 
à Supreme Being, but deny the ne- 
ceſſity of a Reveal'd Religion. The 
Law of Nature is my Rule, what Rea- 
Ton prefctibes, that I hold to be Sa- 
td, * Inviolable. The different 
Forms of Worſhip call'd Religions, 
are excellent Politick Schemes inven- 
ted out of a commendable View of 
preſerving Diſcipline'; and if ſome 
are pleas d to improve the Contri- 
vance in order to carry on the Work 
of Futurity, 1 ſhall not diſturb them 
in their Devotions. l own my Sem 
is contrary to the receiv d Opinion 
bl moſt Naricns; yet notwithſtanding 
this Singularity as to the Subſtance 
of my Belief, I nevet indulge the Li- 
bercy of thinking ſo far as not to em- 
brace that Nereſſar) Principle, that 
there ought to be a bünctua Obſer- 
vance it che Submiſſion of all Sub- 
ordinate Powers, and that all Lan ful 
Power is to be obey d. Diſobedience 
directly *chwarts my Reaſon, and de 
B — 
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ſtroys a Primary End of the Creation. 
In a Word, notwithſtanding the La- 
titude | give my ſelf in my Belief, I 
am alway's Serious upon the Articles 


of Allegiance, and in Practice am not 


diſtinguiſhable from thoſe who make 
Allegiance Part of Reveal'd Religion. 
The Judges ſeem very well content 


with the Deiſts Proofs, and allow d 
his Claim with this Caution: That 


he ſhou'd keep himſelf within bounds, 


| and not improve his Syſtem ſo far as 
to diſturb the Religion eſtabliſn d by 


the Supreme Legiſlative Power. So 
the Deiſt had his Allegiance Secur d 
to him upon the Foot of Nature and 
Reaſon, as others claim'd it upon the 
Foot of Religion. NTP 

This Succeſs the Deift met with, 


encouraged the Pagan to do himſelf 


Juſtice upon the ſame Controverly ; 
for tho the Infamy of his Creed, made 
many condemn him in their Thoughts 
before they had either heard him, ot 
were acquainted with the Opinion 


of 
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(11) | 
of the Court; yet he managed his 
Cauſe fo well, that they quickly 
came over to the oppoſite Perſwa- 
ſion. The Subſtance of his Plea, I 
Remember, was in deſcribing the 
Exact, and Charming Diſcipline 
which formerly was kept up in the 
Grecian, and Roman, Common-wealths. 
The Scrupulous Obedience, faid he, 
requir'd both in Cizil, and Military 
Matters is a convincing Proof, that 
we look d upon Allegiance as an E, 
ſential Duty, and that a Heathen was 
obliged to be a good Subject by the 
Strength of his Profeſſion. The Plan 
of our Allegiance has been handed 
down through many Ages; and the 
choiceſt of your Modern Politicks, in 
order to place Government upon its 
uſt, and natural bottom have been 
collected from our Practice, and 
Obſervations. If we entertain a falſe 
Idea of that Supreme Being, which 
Rules the Univerſe; it has no Influ- 
ence prejudicial ro Allegiance. Let 
| B 2 the 
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the Ruling Power be Single, or Mul- 
tiplied, the Duty of Submiſſion is 
ſtill requir'd. The Judges having, 
nothiog to object againit the Pa- 
gans Arguments, gave Orders that his 
Allegiance ſhou'd be recorded; ad- 
ding at the ſame Time that it was a 
great Reproach to Chriſtianity, that a 
Pagan ſhou'd confine himſelf in his 
Civil Allegiance,. though he divided. 
his Prayers among a Thouſand Gods, 
whereas Chriſtians tho perfectly a- 
greeing about the Object of their 
Worſhip, were always Quarrelling a- 
bout the Object of Allegiance. __ 
We may reaſonably ſuppoſe the 
Jew (whom I knew by his fallow. 
Complection) cou'd have no Diffi- 
culty in making out his Claim to Al- 
legiance, after having obſerv'd ſuch a 
Latitude, as the Court was diſpoſed to 
allow of in thoſe who had hitherto. 
been heard. So He was immediate- 
ly pointed to, to open his Cauſe, and 
declare upon what Grounds he buy 
; | Is 
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his Allegiance. My Claim, ſays He, 
ſtands thus. I am the Embrio of a 
Chriſtiun. Now tis well known that 
the Synagogue, and the Goſpel differ 
not the leaſt in Point of Allegiance. 
Tis True, I deny Chriſt, but yer | 
may be unſuſpected in the Caſe of 
Loyalty. Things are not alter d with 
us ſince our Diſperſion upon Chriſt's 
appearing. No: A Modern few is 
the ſame he ever was, as to the Mat- 
ter under Debate; we ſtill work up- 
on the old Plan of Reveal d Religion, 
Our Miſtake as to the Perſon ot the 
Meſſiah, and Superſtructure of Chri- 
ſtianity leaves Civil Allegiance in Sta- 
14 quo, and proves no Obſtruction to 
the Relative Duties between Prince, 
and People. And if Experience de- 
ſerve any Conſideration upon this 
Occaſion, our Paſſive Behaviour un- 
der thoſe Princes where we have on- 
ly a precarious Subſiſtence, is no 
ſmall Proof of the good Tendency 
of our Principles. The Court ha- 


(14) 
ving weighd what was alledg'd by the 
Jew, found they were a People Re- 
concileable to the demands of any 
Civil Government, and that the 
Sabboth might be kept upon a Prin- 
ciple of Religion, while Sunday was 
obſcry'd upon a Motive of Allegiance. 

No ſooner had the Few left the Bar, 
but a Gentleman ſteps up, whoſe Ma- 
jeſtick Mien, and lofty Carriage drew 
every Bodies Eyes upon him: By his 
Dreſs I took him to be a T, and 
upon Enquiry I found it was ſo: His 
appearing drove ſeveral in the Court 
into a great Conſternation. The 
Name of a Turk had always been 
look d upon as a Reciprocal Term 
with a Villain, or Faithleſs Man, which 
Popular Notion induced a Lawyer 
there preſent, to move that he might 
not be heard, as being incapable to 
make good his Claim to Allegiance 
But a certain Gentleman, who for- 
merly had been Embaſſador at the 
Port, and who had a better Oppor- 
" tunity 
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Being: We diſclaim not the Morality 
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tunity of being acquainted with the 


Ottoman Principles, took the Liberty 
to acquaint the Court, that to his 
Knowledge, the Turks lay under ſe- 
veral Miſrepreſentations; and that 


queſtionleſs the Perſon then ſtanding 


at the Bar would ſoon wipe off any 
Imputation as to want of Alegiance. 
Upon which the Ccart gave him leave 
to make good his Claim. I am not 
ignorant Laid he, with what Diſad- 


vantage I appear in this Place. I ſee 


a violent Prepoſſeſſion in every Man's 
Countenance ; that we are an immo- 


ral and undiſciplin d People. entirely 


manag d by Power, without any Re- 


gard to Right, or Wrong, then 
directing his Diſcourſe to the Bench. 
But is it credible, my Lord, that ſo vaſt 
an Empire as we arc, compoſed of ſo 
many different Nations, Languages, 


and Intereſts, ſhou'd be cemented to- 


pether without Principles? We ac- 
cnowledge one God, or Immortal 


of 
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of your abel hut only give the Pte. 


ference to Mahomer as the moſt ſuc- 
-ceſsfal Inſtrument of God's Glory. 80 
chat che Difference berwcen a C þriſtitn 
and a Turk, lies more in Perſons,” chan 
in Things; more in the Commanders, 
chan in v hat is commanded. The 
fame Allegiance which Chriſt requires 


from a Chriſtian, Mahomet requites 


from a 7. urk ; but if there is any Ad- 
vantage, tis on our Side as being re- 
remarkable for an Exceſs in Allegiants, 
as the Number of our rave] 4 N 
Ziers and Baſſas, upon every ſmall 
Trip in Management is a convincing 
Proof. The Judges finding how plau- 
fibly, and with how much Truth the 
Turk ſupported his Pretenſions, ſig- 
nified they were content to admit 
him as capable of being Part of a 
Civil Government. For it appears 
to us, ſaid they, that his Alcoran 15 
both his Bible, and his Statute-Book : 
and why may not a Turk be as 8000 
a @ Subject with Plurality- of Wives, 
as 


T0) 
as many Chriſtians are with a Plura- 
lity of Whores? 

And now it was Whiſper'd to the 
King's Advocate, that the xakers alſo 
had ſent a Repreſentative in order to 
| have their Allegiance Recorded, in caſe 
they cou'd make out their Claim. The 
7udgeswould willingly have cas'd them 
ol giving the Court the Trouble, being 
alrcady fatisfied how averſe they were 
from giving any Diſturbance to the 
Civil Power. But becauſe the Claim 
was General, they alſo were heard. 
I (hall neither, ſaid the Cualer, urge 
our Apoſtolick Mien, or unpoliſh'd 
Sincerity, but am willing alſo to put 
the Cauſe of Allegiance upon the Iſſue 
of Principle. Our Syſtem 1s directly 
oppoſite to any thing that can give 
Diſturbance, we have alwavs been 
Kegarded ; as the moſt Paſlive, and 
eaſieſt Part of Mankind, and wel- 
come to any Power in Europe, except- 
ing the Helvetick Bodies; who never 
wou'd agree to our ſettling among 


C them, 
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them, becauſe we were not Quarrel- 
ſome, and ſo uſeleſs to a People that 
ſubſiſted by Fighting. Now if Re- 
ſiſtance upon a Lawtul Occaſion be 
inconſiſtent with our Creed, tis not 
likely we ſhou'd ju ity Rebellion. 
The Church has as little Reaſon to com- 
plain of us, as the State. The Truth 
is, we only believe what we pleaſe, 
and refuſe to pay Tythes to the 
the Clergy. Yet we acquieſce in one 
Caſe, when the Civil Power inter- 
poſes and we dart take our ſelves to 
be Singular in the Other. As for 
taking Oaths —— But here he was 
interrupted by the Judges. As for 
taking Oaths, Friend, ſaid they, the 
Wiſdom of the Nation has regard to 
che Tenderneſs of your Conſcienge, 
and we are all fully ſatisfied, that the 
Tea and No of an Honeſt Man, is 
greater Security againſt an Invaſion, 
than a Thouſand Abjurations repeat- 

ed by a Knave. 

The Presbyterian was call'd in the 
next Place. Many were of — 
that 
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that his Caſe was but indifferent, and 
that he wou'd be put to ſome Trouble 
to maintain his Claim to Allegiance, 
by the Way of Principle. Others 
were of a different Sentiment. He 
urg'd his Pretenſions in this Manner. 
Jam not Ignorant, ſaid he,, that our 
Allegiance has often been ſuſpected, 
but it was always through Paſſion, 
and Miſrepreſentation. Every Scrib- 
ler takes upon him, to charge us with 
Forty one: But tis well known, that 
boch Houſes of Parliament went hand 
in hand with us in thoſe Days, while 
we were intent upon ſupporting the 
Liberties of the Perple. As for the 
After-game, and Attempts upon the 
Perſon of King Charles I. we were 
then out of Power. The enraged 
Army was only anſwerable tor what 
happend before the Banguetting houſe. 
Now there are two Things, diy Lord, 
uſually objected againſt us in relation 
to Principles. Firſt, that we aſſert the 
Original Right of Governing to be 
lodg'd in the People; Secondly, that 


we 
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we are not es to own the Preſent 

Church Eſtabliſhment, as it is uſually 
repreſented under the Oeconomy of a 
Pradanch Independency, Jure divino. 
That theſe Tenets are not inconſi- 
ſtent with Alegiance is demonſtrable. 
The Former, by the AA of Settlement, 
which has put the Peoples or Parlia- 
mentary Power in Execution by ex- 
cluding all Popiſh Branches from the 
Succeſſion. The latter is obvious to 
the Meaneſt Capacity. Tis eaſily 


determin d, whether Dependency, or 


Independency in a Subject, is more re- 
concileable to Allegiance. He was 
proceeding farther, to give. ſeveral 
Inſtances in which che Presbyterians had 
diſcover d themſelves to be eminently 
Serviccable in bringing about, and 

maintaining the Revslution, and Pre- 

ſent Eſtabliſhment ; but the Court ſi 1g- 

nifying they fate rather to determine 
the Cauſe of Allegiance by Principle, 
than Practice. And being ſatisfied 
with what the Gentleman had alledg'd 


in 
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in Favour of his Claim, it was con- 


cluded, that a Perſon might be capable 


of being a good Subject, tho' he was 
not Sign d with the Croſs at his Bap- 
tiſm. 
Upon the laſt Gentleman's leaving 
the Bar, another advanc'd who was 
a very Handſome, Genteel, Affable 
Perſon. The whole Court bow'd to 
him, and a remarkable Cheartulneſs 
appear d in cvery Man's Counte- 


nance. TI enquird who it was, and 


I found him to be a Member of the 
Church of England by Law Eſtabliſb d. 
The Judges wou'd gladly have dif- 
pens'd with him from giving himſelf 
the trouble of a Defence, becauſe his 
Loyalty had always been conſpicuous, 
but he humbly defir'd he might alſo 
be heard among others, and accord- 
ingly gave this ſhort Account of his 
Principle. Not to detract, My Lord, 
from other Perſons Merit inthe Cauſe 
of Allegiance. I dare make bold to 


affirm that a Loyaliſt and a Member 


of 
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of the Church by Law Eftabliſh'd, are 
Reciprocal Terms. All choſe Articles, 
and Sandctions, in which we diſting wiſh 
our ſelves from other . of 
Chriſtianity, conſtantly preſs Obedi- 
ence to the Civil Power in the ſtrong- 


eſt, and moſt ſignificant Terms. O- 
thers have ſometimes Totter'd, but 


we have been remarkably Steady. Of 
late Years, indeed, ſeveral Perſons 
ignorant of the Britiſh Conſtitution, and 


not ſufficiently attending to the Criſes 


of Allegiance, have repreſented us as 
warping too much towards Popular 
Schemes, but ſince the Legi/lature has 
taken the Controverſy in Hand, and 
given to Hereditary Right as much as i 
can claim by any Lam, either Human, 

or Divine, tis the higheſt Inſtance of 
Prudence, and Juſtice, to reſt upon 
that general Deciſion, by the Strength 
whercof we can never fail to ſit taſt 
in our Allegiance. After this, the 
Gentleman was dimiſs d with the ſame 
Indications of Pleaſure he had been 0 

ceiv 


\ 


by Law Eſtabliſh'd, was declar'd to 


and Religions, that at preſent he was 
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ceiv d, and a Church of England Man 


make Allegiance his Religion, which 


others only regarded as a Civil 


Duiy. ; x | 

The Court ſeem d now diſpos d to 
riſe, when I heard the Officers cry out, 
clear the Bar, clear the Bar; make 
way for the Centleman. My Curio- 
{ity was more rais d than uſually; for 
I aw plainly by the Mobbs appearing 
in the Court, that ſome new Scene was 
to be acted. At laſt I diſcover d a 
Perſon in a violent Sweat, fanning 
himſelf with his Hat, and who by the 


Motion of his Eyes, and Geſtures of 


his Body ſeem'd very willing to paſs 
for a Man of Conſequence. By degrees 
he ſcrew'd himſelf to the Bar, and be- 
ing ask d by the Judges who he was, 
and what Nation Religion, or Body of 


Men he Repreſented? He tript fo of- 


ten in the Account he gave of him- 
ſelf, and had been of ſo many Parties 
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( 24 ) 
in a kind of State of Indifference, yet 
own d himſelf to be a Tory; and under 
that Appellation he deſir d to put in 


his Claim to Allegiance. The Judges 


cou'd not forbear ſmiling to ſee the 


Man's Aſſurance, who after having 


been ſo often bad in this ſameCauſe, 
durſt make ſo publick an Appeal, 
However, it was refoly'd that no body 
ſhould have anyoccaſion to complain, 


and therefore he had a Sign given him 


to begin his Plea. I remember, he 
dated * Allegiance from Edee-Hill, 
Newbury Fight, the Royal Oak, &c. 
and then went on 1n the following 
Manner. This Nation, ſaid He, 

Unfortunate in many things, bur i 0 
nothing more, than that it ſeldom 
knows — to diſtinguiſh Perſons of 
Worth, and Merit. After having 
been crippl'd in our Fortunes by the 


Calamity of a Civil War, and ho- 
nour'd the Royal Family with a bloody 
| Liſt of our Anceſtors overthrown 1 in 


Battle, we reviv'd again upon the 
EN Re- 


(25) 
Refloration of King Charles the Second, 
who prais d our Labours, but never 
rewarded them. Upon this Princes 
Deceaſe, King James II. found us in 
the ſame Loyal Poſture. We were 


Enemies to his Religion, but true to 


his Cauſe, having a juſt Deference to 
his Hereditary Right, maugre all the 
Provocations, and Prejudices, both of 
Intereſt, and Religion. His ſhort Reign 
put a Period to our Happineſs, yet it 


threw us upon new Experiments of 


Allegiance. Some of us attended him 
abroad, while others labour'd for him 
at Home. And when he was ſnatch'd 
from us, we transferr'd our Loyalty 
upon his Son; ſo that the whole Life 
of a Tory is one Regular Piece of Loy- 
alty, from the Standard ſet up at Mot- 
tingbam, till the Barricado at Preſton. 
Hitherto the Court had given great 


Satisfaction to Men of ſeveral Reli - 


gions and Parties, by excuſing their 
Principles, and throwing the Infamy 
of their Practces upon ſome miſtaken 


D Inferences 
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Tory incapable of Allegiance, upon 
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Inferences they made in point of civil 
But as to this laſt Gentleman, 
they were oblig'd to alter their Me. 
thod, and abſolutely pronounce a 


account of ill ones, or rather for 
want. of any Principles. Upon which 
thb Judges order d the King's Advicate, 
to give the Court an account what a 
ſtrong Deluſion the Tories were aban- 
don d to upon the Subject of Alle- 
giance. it ſaid he, addxeſſing him- 
felf to the Gentleman at the Bar: 
3 Wiſdom of this Natien is fully 
priz d of the Tendency of the Tory 
95 pirit. King Charles the firſt (whole 
Memory ought to be ſacred upon ma- 
ny accounts) was certainly medita- 


ting Arbitrary Power, and actually at- 


tempting it to the greateſt Exor- 
bitancy. Many of thoſe Noble An- 
ceſtors, whoſe Sons you glory your 
ſelves to be, were the very Porſens who 
ſooth'd him up, and confirm d him 
in the falſe Idea's s of his Power, and 


Ader 


„ 
afterwards: pulli d him upon ſeveral II- 
legal and Arbitrary Prackices; and'if 
they died in Defence of that Cauſe, 
me merited full as much, Praiſe froni 
their King; as from their Conti. Look 
ve, Sir, you are not to flatter your 
ſelyes, that the Tragical End of that 
unfortunate Prince, oil 3 ad for his 
firſt Attempts upon the :1berties” of 
his People. No, Mr mn was not 
reſoonfible for Bradſhaw s Sentence : 
The Cafe was alter d in all its Cireum- 
ſtances ; / and had Majeſty deſeryd a 
Stroke, it was not fon the Hand that 
gavc it. As for King Charles II, they 
are ſtill alive, who can witneſs your 
Conduct during his Reign; and how 
often you tamper d with him to make 
a Puſh for Arbitrary Power. But your 
Deſignswere morgconſpicuous under 
James the IId, whom you firſt engag d 
in the ruinous Project of diſpenſing 
with the Laws. and afterwards call'd 
in a Foreign Power to correct him 
for the Miſmanagement. Thus by 
Da degrees 


| 
| 
| 


——— — — 


( 28) 


degrees you became ſo inconſiſtent, 
and intricate in your Pcliticks, that 
you are almoſt grown delirious. Have 


you not appear'd 1n all Shapes, and 


joyn'dyourſelves to all Parties to bring 
about your Nothing? So that the 
whole Story of your Life for theſe laſt 
30 Years has been nothing but Swear- 
ing, and Forſwearing; lay ing lots, and 
diſcovering em: Perſecutiug in Place, 
Rebelling out of Place: Furious in 
Projects, diſpirited in Execution. A 
Whig to Day; a Tory to Morrow. 
Sometimes one, ſometimes both, 
and ſometi mes neither. After the 
Advocate had drawn the Tors Picture 
in this Manner, the Gentleman ſeem'd 
to enter into himſelf, and petition d 
to take the Vaths that he might qua- 
lify himſelf to be Serviceable to his 
King, and C ountry, bur i it appear'd by 
ſeveral cubſtancial Evidences then in 
Court, that he had already taken them 
above Nineteen Times; neglected 


therefore and * by 7 Ccurt, 


̃ he 
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he was permitted to go unpuniſh'd to 


the Tavern from whence he came; 
therc to ſpend the Remainder of his 
anxious Days in drinking bad Wine, 
and railing at the Government. The 
Papiſt was = moving forwards to 
put in his Claim, when the unlocking 
of the Hall. Doors awak'd me, and 
put an End to this Imaginary Tri- 
— : 4 

Being releas d from my Confine- 
ment, and willing to regale my ſelf 
after a cold Nights Lodging, I ſtept 
into the next Coffee-H:uſe, where my 
Dream was confirm'd by a real Fact, 
_ eſpecially as to the Tories Incapacity 


of being good Subjects. One James 


Shepheard a young Man of that Party 
was ſo far intoxicated with Anti- Re- 
voluticnary Principles, that he cou d 
not overcome a Scruple of Con- 
ſcience; He had entertain d near 
Three Years of aſſaſſinating his Ma- 
jeſty. This ſurprizing Account hap- 
pening at that Conjuncture, made 

me 


( 30 | 
me look upon my Dream as a Kind of 
Prophetick, Viſion, and the Circum 
ſtances of that Unfortunate Perſon. al- 
terwards at. his Examination, Tryal 
and Execution, together with a Non- 
juring Miniſter eſpouſing his Cauſe, 
confhrm'd me ſo ſtrongly in my Opi- 
nion of that fort of People, that I 
thought it wou' d be a very uſeſul 
Labour to the Pablick, if I drew up 
the Heads of what occurr'd to me at 
that Time. The World 15 very wel 
acquainted with the Fact, the. Scene 
being but juſt over; but the Reaſons 
which induced the Perſons to inſult his 
Majeſty, and the Government, are 
ſtill a Secret to Many, and a Matter 
of Aſtoniſhment to AJ}, I am pretty 
well acquainted with the Spirit of the 
Faction, but I own I am puzzl'd with 
this laſt Enterprize. Had the young 
Man, been deliver d up to the Ma- 
nagement of a Learned, Diſcreet, and 
well principl'd Divine; I am confident 
he might have been reaſon d into a 
911! Senſe 


But when Perſons of Experience, Lear» 
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Senſe of his Condition. The Govern- 
ment was inclinable to Compaſſionate 
his Years, and Education, and to attri- 
Bute the Deſperateneſs of the attempt 
to Ignorance, and a heavy Load of 
Melancholy which his unripe Judg- 
ment was not capable to diſcharge. 


ning, and pretended Picty ; when 
Enpliſhmen, Chriſtians, and Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, not clandeſtinely, in 
Corners, and Garrets, but publickly, 
before the Officers of the Crown, and 
in the view of Forty Thouſand Peo- 
ple, dare encourage and acquit the 
greateſt of Malefactors hic hereo. It 
was not expected by the Government, 
that he ſhou'd either take the Oath of 
Allegiance, or abjure the Pretender. 
He might have ſet quietly at his Em- 
ployment, and enjoyed the ſweet of 
his own pretended good Conſcience 
in the greateſt Tranquility ;- as many 
Thouſands do whom the Government 
connives at, tho' th:y cannot go - 
M. the 
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the Lengths of the Preſent Eftabliſh- 
ment. But the ycung Man had a 
Call to be a Heroe, and a Non-juring 
Clergyman was to buckle on his — 
and clap on his Helmet. No; He 
was not content with a Toleration. He 
muſt commit Murder upon the Pro- 
tector, and Guardian of all his Civil 
Kights. I did not think this mode- 
rate Climate, much leſs that a Britiſh 
Univerſity cou'd have brought up a 
Divine with thoſe Principles. I can 
calily account for a Perſons being ſe- 
duced in his Youth by a Falſe Notion, 
and endeavouring afterwards to act 
accordingly. But I can never account 
for a Proteſtant Divine, who pretends 
to lie under no Prejudices, when I ſee 
him encouraging, extolling, and can- 
nonizing a poor deluded Youth, who 
is runing upon his certain Ruin. But 
I will take the Liberty to examin their 
Motives; and diſcover to the World 
what they either do, or can alledge 
to juſtify ſuch barbarous Attempts. 

Firft, 


„ 
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Fight,” They alledze that his preſent 
Majeſty i is an UVſurper, and poſſeſſes the 
Crown! in anothers wrong, and there- 
fore tis no Crime to take him off. 
This is excellent Morality. A Perſon 
does me wrong in regard of neum and 
trum. Therefore I may murder him. 
Or are King's unfortunate aboycall 
rhe reſt of Mankind, that they may 
be deſtroy'd withourany Formo! . 
while every Pick p:cker ſhall enjoy the 
Benefit of it, and not a Hair of his 
Head be touch d without his Twelve 
Men? How far the preſent Efabliſh- 
ment 15 from being an Uſurpation has 
been long fince decided, and how far 
his preſent Majeſty is is' from being an 
Oſarper, beſides the common Argu- 
ments, may be gather'd from many 
peculiar Circanilances, Did he not 
reign. quietly in his own Dominiens 
here he was beloved, and reſpected, 

by all the 8 of Europe + ? Was he 

725 invited, and brought over by 

e gerieral Conſent of the Nations 
E Re- 
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Repreſentatives? Ne did not vadc 
through Blood to che Crown, but 


the Treaſure dropt calily, and quietly 
nt his Lap. Was it not our Liberty, 
and the Felicity of the Church by Law 
Eſtablihd, which moved the Nation 
to ſend for him, and make him their 


Choice? Can any Proteſtant Divine 


a ter this, pretend to (tile him an U- 


ſurper, and jultify ſach as attempt to 
murder him upon that Score. This 
is a Piece of Ingratitude, and Inhu- 
manicy, which I thought a Britiſh 
Soul cou'd not have been capable of, 
much leſs that a Prcteſtant Gamaliel 
wou d have m2intain'd ſuch Tenets. 


But the Miſchief. ends not here. 


If it be lawful to aſſaſſinate his Ma- 
jeſty upon account of his being. an 


Uſurper, the ſame Principls Lich a 
very little Alteration, will ullify the 

murdering all choſe who were As 
mental in ſetting him upon the 
Throne, and every Man that 1 is an A- 
better of the AT of Settlement. And 
ac- 


„ 4s 
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W 
according to this wretched Leſſon of 
Morality, no one can walk the Streets 
in Safety, unleſs he be a Sworn Ene- 
my to the King, and preſent Eſtabliſb- 
ment. BER 1 

Let us conſider in the next Place, 
what it was the yon H propos d 
to himſelf in taking off the King, vid. 
This wou'd be an effectual Way of 
bringing over the Pretender. The 
Mon: jurors are very ſcandalous Moral- 
iſts, and Divines, and they are worſe 
Politicians. | There is a wide Diffe- 
rence. between the Death of King 
George, and the Coronation of the 
| Pretender. Have theſe Gentlemen 
forgot that his Majeſty has a Sor, 
and a Grandſ.n ; that there is an 4&# 
of Settlement upon the Proteſtant 
Line. That there is an Army, a Fleer, 
a Bank, a Parliament, and true En- 
gliſn Hearts to maintain the Cauſe. 
Several King's have been aſſaſſinated 
without ſubverting the Gcvernment, 
and a Shepheard muſt rife every Year 

E 2 for 
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for many Ages before Great- Britain will be 
reduced to iuch a State as to be in Loye with 
Slavery, and-accept of a Prince of an Arbi- 
trary D. ſpoſition. Tis a Branch of the ſame 
Politicks, what the young Man ſays in his 
Treaſonable Letterz of the Nation's being 
viſibly diſcontenced under the preſent Eſta- 
bl. ſnment, from whence he draus this Con- 
ſequence. Therefore, if the Ning was remo- 
ved, the diſcontented Party would immedi- 
ately call dver the Pretender. Excellent Lo- 
gick ! Was there ever any Nati on yet but 
what was divided by Parties, eſpecially 
where the People had the Liberty to ſpeak 
for themſelves? It cannot be denied but this 
Nation is unhappy by ſeveral Diviſions and 
Pariies ; but none of theſe Divifions will 
ever prove ſerviceable to bring over the Pre- 
tender, unleſs the Nor-jarors may be men- 
tion'd upon that Account. Diviſions as to 
Places in the Government, or on any ſuch 
ke Occaſions, are look d upon by theſe poor 
Politicians as Struggles about the Pretender 3 
and they pleaſe themſelvts that Mr. e, 
and L—-d T-— 4 are ſtrong Jacobites, be- 
cauſe they have withdrawn themſelves from. 
the Court. Alas! They will find the Preten- 
der is never in the Parliaments Thoughts, un- 
leſs it is how to remove him fatther from 
them. Boch their Teas, and Nees, | #tways 
agree in that point. 
„ But 


— 
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But let us ſuppoſe that Shepheard had gi 
ven the Blow effectually, and that the Pre. 
tender had been reſtor'd by ſuch a Stratagem. 
Will Succeſs juſtify the Immorality of an 
Action? Are the Non. jarors ſuch Strangers 
to the firſt Rudiments of common Honeſty; 
as not to know that Evil is not to be done, 
that good may come of it. The Law is 
plain. 7hou ſba/t not kill, Did Uſurpers 
Sit upon every Throne upon the Earth, the 
very worft of human Race, ought not to 
be Sacrificed to reſtore the Heirs that were 
kept from their Right. Chrift order d St. 
Peter to put up his Sword, tho? it was drawn 
to defend the Son of God himſelf, and here 
ts a Pretended Succeſſor of the Hhoftles, who 
is for murdering a Prince againſt all Laws, 
both Human and Divine. 

But to come a little cloſer to the Point. 
Perhaps, Theſe Gentlemen will alledge. _—_ 
the Commandment. Son ſhalt not kill. 
not without ſome Exceptions. id. In — 
Caſe of War. And when a Criminal is 
executed by Publick Authority. I own theſz 
two Exceptions are very reaſonable and juſt. 
But I cannot think Shepheard's Caſe falls in 

with either of them. Perhaps, he had de- 
clared War with King George, before he un- 
dertook to Aſſaſſinate him; This cannot 
well be, becauſe Princes declare War, and' 
Shepheard was only a Coach-Painter ; But it 

may 
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may be the Pretender had declar'd War, and 


this Spark was one of his Captains; yer 1 


don't find he had any ſuch Commiſſion about 
him. Perhaps he look'd upon the Ning as 
a Criminal, and himſelf as his Judge, and 
tried him firſt in the Trihunal of his own 


Conſcience, in order to Execute him after- 


wards by Way of Aſalſinution. But here 
it will be enquir'd who made him a Judge? 
And how a King can be taken off without 
any Formality of Law, fince the worſt of 


his Enemies cannot be treated by him in 


that Manner. The Concluſion of this Re- 
flection is, that Shepheard cou'd have no 


other Motive to attempt what he deſign'd, 


but an Exthuſiaſtical Impulſe, which Sort of 
People never pretend to any Reaſons for 
what they do. Now unleſs the Genilewer 
who was his Confeſſor, defends himſelf by 


the ſame Ent huſiaſtical Topick, I believe he 


will have a hard Task upon his Hands to ju- 
ſtify Murder, either by Law, or Goſpel. 

I cannot think this noble Confeſſor and Di- 
reffor of Souls, will have the Aſſurance to 
Appeal to what Mr. Cr, and others of 
his Brethren did in the Caſe of King Wil. 
liam s Aſſaſſinati on. A bad Preſident is not 
capable to juſtify a good Cauſe, much leſs a 


bad Cauſe, And had the Government treated 


theAbſolving Clergy in K. Williams Time with 
more Severity, Shepheard's Confeſſor wou d 
| not 
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not have been ſo audacious inK.George's Time. 
But the Caſe is far different. King James the 
Second was actually at the Head of an Army, 
when the Aſſaſſinat ion Plot was a foot; ma- 
ny of the Gentlemen concern'd in it bore his 
Commiſſion and were in Pay; and ſome will 
have it that he whom they actually ſerv'd as 
their Prince, empower'd em as much as lay 
in him to attack King William. Others tell 
us, there was no Deſign to aſſaſſinate him, 
only to take him Priſoner. Now, there is 
nothing of this in Shepheard's Caſe. Here is 
a young melancholy Fellow, forming a Deſiga 
in the Corner, of a St where he is at Work, 
how to kill the King upon a wild Speculation 
of 7 being a means to bring over the Pre- 
He gives no Reaſons, ſhows no Com- 
hen 5 the Pretender never had any Com- 
merce with him, and according to all the 
Circumſtances of the Facł, he might upon the 
ſame Grounds kill every body he met, if it 
enter'd but into his Head; that a; Pablick 
Good ' wou'd enſur upon it. 

- But that I may come to ai Concluſecn, we 
will ſuppoſe at preſent, that Ihepheard ated 
according to Conſcience ; and that he was 
fully perſuaded it was no Crime to perpe- 
trate what he was abour, will this excuſe the 
Confeſſor > No: He muſt ſubmit to one 

Part of the Dilemma, either he neglected to 
inſtruc him in his Duty, . 8 
„ Ihim 
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him in the Violation of ir. In the firſt caſe, 
he makes himfelf an unjuſt Dipperſer of Abs 
felntion, by beſtowing ic upon fat jet men. 
: In the latter caſe; he makes himſelf 

güiky of that Crime knowingly, and delibe- 
rely, which Shepbeard was invalv'd in only 
by Perfwaſion, Ignorance, and the want of 
Years and Experience. Beſides, if the young 
Min's Corſcience was ſo intocently miſin- 
ſorm' d, ihat. it could catty him through the 
Tast of Marder without mcurring the Guile 
of that Cxime, God would have accept the 
will for the deed, if had = out | 
World withour | 
the Sacrament :/ By This means his 
would have avoided thoſe — hn 
now the World juſtly charges him with, in 
raiaing'a: youve Man, by: encouraging nim in 
the worſt of Crimes, by ſcandaſizing Religion 
n delivering che Sacrament to one that wWas 
either ignorant or obſtinate, and laſtly,,cby 
giving his own Party [ſack a Wound. which 
will not eaſily be cured; for dont find they 
are prepat᷑ d either to Wc the _ or 
difown e 00901 1 v 
00 01 991510 
N. B. Perhaps June: parks may be Toe 
2 zed at the: Cemplaiſence I. ſbem to the Encr 
mies of the Chum by Law 1 7 
„ ther Claim to Civil Allegi 
but I am preper'd in giſecand Part 10 |; la 
{:': all ObjeFions that can reaſonably be — 
wpon that Head. 
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